
Adding With Three or More Addends 
  

Student Probe  
Give students the following problem and ask them to 
solve it. 
   
Three students got on the bus at the 1st stop.  Four 
more students got on the bus at the 2nd stop.  Two 
more students got on the bus at the 3rd stop.  How 
many students were on the bus then? 

 
If a student does not solve the problem correctly or 
has difficulty solving it, he needs to do this lesson. 
 

Lesson Description 

This lesson contains problems involving adding three 
or more addends and the proper use of parentheses 
to show grouping of addends joined together first. 
 

Rationale 

Students need to extend their thinking to include that 
when adding numbers, it is possible and often 
necessary, to add more than two numbers.  Real life 
situations may arise where students will need to 
combine 3 or more numbers to get a total. 

 
Preparation 

None 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

At a Glance 
What:  Adding with three or more addends 
Common Core State Standard: CC.1.OA.2. 
Solve word problems that call for addition 
of three whole numbers whose sum is less 
than or equal to 20. 
Mathematical Practices:  
Make sense of problems and persevere in 
solving them.   
Reason abstractly and quantitatively.   
Look for and express regularity in repeated 
reasoning. 
Who: Students who do not understand 
how to add more than two whole numbers 
Grade Level:  1 
Prerequisite Vocabulary:  add, addend, 
sum, equal  
Prerequisite Skills:  addition with two 
addends 
Delivery Format:  small group or individual 
Lesson Length:  15 – 30 minutes 
Materials, Resources, Technology: 
counters (books) 
Student Worksheets: None 



Lesson 

 

The teacher says or does… Expect students to say or do… If students do not, then the 
teacher says or does…  

1. Ask 3 students to stand in 
front of the classroom.  
Ask 2 more students to 
stand together in another 
part of the classroom.  Ask 
4 more students to stand 
in a different part of the 
classroom.  Write the 
expression 3 + 2 + 4 on the 
board.  Have the group of 
3 students and 2 students 
join together to make one 
group.  Ask students how 
many are now in that 
group. 

5 Have the group of 5 students 
count off 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

2. Go back to the expression 
and write 5 just below 
3 + 2. 

 
3 + 2 + 4 
   5 

  

3. Next ask the group of 4 
students to join the group 
of 5 students.  Ask 
students how many total 
students there are now. 

9 Have the group of 9 students 
count off 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

4. Go back to the expression 
and write + 4 beside the 5. 

 
3 + 2 + 4 
   5  +  4 
 
Then write 9 below 
the 5 + 4. 
 
3 + 2 + 4 
    5  +  4 
        9 

  

 



The teacher says or does… Expect students to say or do… If students do not, then the 
teacher says or does…  

5. Repeat Steps 1-4 above 
but have the group of 2 
students and the group of 
4 students combine first 
to get a total of 6.  Then 
have the group of 3 join 
the group of 6.  Record 
the expression 3 + 2 + 4 to 
show this action. 

  

6. Give students the 
following problem:   
Bailee had 4 books on the 
top shelf of her bookcase.  
There were 8 books on the 
middle shelf and 7 books 
on the bottom shelf.  How 
many books did Bailee 
have in all?  Ask students 
to explain how they solved 
the problem. 

19 
 
Any correct strategy for 
adding the numbers 
*adding 4 and 8 to get 12 
then adding 7 more to get 19 
*adding 8 and 7 to get 15 
then adding 4 more to get 19 
*adding 4 and 7 to get 11 
then adding 8 to get 19. 

Give students counters to 
represent the books or use 
actual books.  Ask them to 
model the problem with the 
counters (books) and discuss 
how you would find how 
many there are in all (put all 
the counters together and 
count them) 

7. Ask students to write a 
number sentence to 
represent the problem. 

(4 + 8) + 7 = 19 
4 + (8 + 7) = 19 
(4 + 7) + 8 = 19 
 
If students are able to write 
the correct equation using 
parentheses, skip to Step 12. 

If student doesn’t know how 
to use parentheses in the 
number sentence, go to Step 
8. 

 

  



 

The teacher says or does… Expect students to say or do… If students do not, then the 
teacher says or does…  

8. Show students the 
notation for using 
parentheses to show 
which numbers are 
grouped together to add 
first.   
If you are solving the 
number sentence 5 + 9 + 
1, and you add the 5 and 9 
together first, and then 
add the 1, the problem is 
written (5 + 9) + 1.   
The parentheses show 
that 5 + 9 is added first to 
get 14 then 1 is added to 
get 15.   
If you add the 9 and 1 first 
to get 10 then add the 5 
to get 15, the problem is 
written 5 + (9 + 1).   
The parentheses show 
that 9 + 1 is added first to 
get 10, then 5 is added to 
get 15. 

  

9. Give students the 
expression 19 + 70 + 30.  
Ask students how to write 
the expression to show 
that you added 70 and 30 
together first. 

19 + (70 + 30) Do Step 8 again with different 
numbers. 

10. Ask students how to write 
the expression to show 
that you added 19 and 70 
first. 

(19 + 70) + 30 Do Step 8 again with different 
numbers. 

11. Do additional problems as 
needed following Steps 9 
– 10. 

  

12. Do additional problems as 
needed following Steps 6 
– 7. 

  

 



Teacher Notes:  
None 
 

Variations 
Do additional problems as needed. 
 

Formative Assessment  

Give students the following or similar problem: 
 
Sarah had 7 balloons.  She got 5 more at her birthday party.  Then she went to the circus and 
got 6 more.  How many balloons did Sarah have then?  
 
Have students write an equation including parentheses to match the story problem. 
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